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THE PASTORAL LETTER OF THE HOUSE OF BISHOPS, 
AUGUST, 1829—REVIEWED. 


Tue Apostolic precept, “ obey them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account,” has reference to the re ‘lation between a Minis- 
ter and his people, and if special attention is due to the * godly coun- 
sel, and advice” of our chief Minister, our Bishop, how much-more 


when all our Bishops, in General Convention assembled address us. 


But this letter may well claim atteution, independently of the autho- 
rity under which it was prepared, and the elevated station of those by 
whom it was written. Its important subject is discussed with emi- 
nent ability. Well may it excite in our hearts the emotion of grati- 
tude, that God has been pleased to place at the head of our Church 
suck men, and has led them, on this occasion, to instruct us so judi- 
ciously and affectionately, 

After a brief retrospect of the occurrences in our Church since 
their last Convention, in which they particularly advert to the in- 
crease of our Ministers and members, the accession of two dioceses, 
and two Bishops, the death of one of our Bishops, the |; anguishing 
state of our “ Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society,” and the 
increased prosperity of the Theological Semiuary, and of the Sun- 
day School Union, which institution they earnestly recommend, “as 
tending to diffuse ‘the knowledge and the practice of the most effi- 
cient plans of Sunday School instruction; to moderate the prices of 
suitable books and tracts; and to protect our Sunday Schools 
against any endeayours which may hereafter be put forth to subject 
them to an influence alien from that of the Church,” they expa- 
tiate on the great want of Ministers, as a cause, that the increase of 
our members has not been greater; and an evil that threntens to 
neutralize the measures in progress forthe enlargement of our bor- 
ders. Fora remedy, they recommend the patronage of the Theo- 
logical Seminary, patronage which will be much needed vntil the 
late bequest shall be paid in; the institution of more Education So- 
ties, which have been the means both in England and in our own 
country of providing Ministers, whose talents would otherwise 


have been lost to the Church; and above all, the encouragement of 


pious youth in general, to consider the call which Providence seems 
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now to be addressing to them. Parents, sponsors, and other reli- 
gious persons may be the happy instruments of bringing into the 
ministry many young persons who would indeed make glad the city 
of ourGod. The former, our Bishops, have, by the recommendation 
of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, particularly addressed, 
exhorting them to foster in their sons, whose talent and character 
appear suitable, the holy desire to dedicate themselves to the sa- 
cred office. 

But the great subject of this Pastoral Letter is, “the religious ex- 
citement on the public mind, which has manifested itself within 
these few years.” The causes of this excitement; the duties which 
grow out of it, and the evils to which it may lead, are developed in 
the most satisfactory manner, but at the same time with a compre- 
hensiveness necessary in such a letter, which may render it useful 
to be a little more particular. 

The fact that the Christian religion engages at this time, in a 
peculiar degree, the attention of mankind, will not be denied.— 
Literature is full of the subject. It is not that the public taste has 
been created by authors, but that authors have found it necessary 
to administer to this taste which they found prevailing. You can 
scarcely open a book of prose or poetry, of reality or fiction, the 
costly folio, or the humble newspaper, in which the subject of reli- 
gion is not alluded to. Ofthe publications of the periodical press, a 
number are devoted exclusively to this sacred subject. The study 
of Hebrew is revived, not only among divines, but others, and 
it will probably soon be made a stated study at our colleges. ‘The 
Bible commands much attention, and even irreligious men, whether 
they acquire their knowledge of it directly, or through the medium 
of other books which come in their way, manifest a considerable 
acquaintance with it. The aggregate amount annually raised for 
propagating the Gospel inthe shape of Missionary, Education, Sun- 
day School, Tract and Bible Societies, is immense. It probably 
exceeds several millions of pounds. Interest in the missionary 
enterprize is no longer confined to the religious public, properly so 
called, for the scholar, the phijanthropist, and the curious in gene- 
ral examine its details and countenance its operations. The im- 
pulse has been given by the Protestant part of Christendom, anxious 
not only to convert the heathen, but those of their brethren who re- 
ceive the gospel “ incumbered,” as our Bishops express it, “* with 
traditionary superstition,” fastened on their minds by the great er- 
ror of withholding the Bible from circulation, and in fact depre- 
ciating that sacred book, by attaching equal authority to the deci- 
sions of Councils and Popes. But this impulse has not been confined 
to those with whom it originated. The Roman Catholics have been 
affected by it, and with new zeal have entered on the work of con- 
verting the nations, and proselyting other Christians. But perhaps 
the most remarkable circumstance is, that so few at present profess 
to be unbelievers. The class of free-thinkers, of those who deny 
the necessity of revelation, appears to have passed away. They are 
sueceeded by others who admit both the truth of the Scriptures and 
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their importance, but they put their own sense on them, to make 
them favour their wild speculations, and corrupt practices. This 
fact is adverted to, not os evidence of improvement in the character 
of the persons referred to, but as evidence that the religion of Christ 
is more universally respected, that it now extorts the admiration and 
approbation of those who will not submit their lives to its domi- 
nion. Practical infidelity still prevails, but speculative infidelity 
is almost unkuown, at least so far as it respects the rejection of the 
Scriptures as the word of God, and surely this is a remarkable sign 
of the times. But in truth, the just cause for wonder is, not that re- 
ligion commands so much attention, but that there should have been 
a period when it was less the subject of solicitude, and that even now 
it is regarded in no just proportion to its infinite importance. Con- 
sider fora moment the ends which the true religion proposes. ‘To 
save men from never-dying misery, and to exalt them to immortal 
felicity. Is it remarkable that such a subject should occupy their time 
and thoughts? Is it not more remarkable that they give to it, yes 
the best of them, comparatively, so few hours, so little reflection, so 
moderate a degree of anxiety? Our Bishops call upon us to look 
at a world, still lying in wickedness, yet manifesting some sy.np- 
toms of rising from the death of sin, not as a mere subject of curio- 
sity, not merely to encourage our sympathy in their behalf, but to 
move the self-inquiry: How is it with us? Are we still slee sping £ 
Do we in any, or only in a small degree, partake of the general and 
salutary excitement? Do we value the § Sabbath, the Sanctuary, the 
Sacraments? Is much of our time given to prayer, to the Bible, to 
the service of our fellow-men, for Christ’s sake? Are we willing to 
spend, and be spent for the glory of God, and the advancement 


of his kingdom on earth?) With trembling solicitude, has each of 


us Opened the Bible, fallen on our knees, and looking up to heaven, 
said, ** What shall 1 do to be saved” ‘* What meanest thou, O 
sleeper? Arise, call upou thy God, if so be that God will think 
upon us, that we perish not.” 

The increased reverence for the Christian religion is attributed, 


in the Pastoral Letter, primarily to the good providence and grace of 


God. The prevalence of religion is an object dear tothe divine Being, 
and in every way consistent with human free agency—there is no 
doubt that he will promote this object. But in all ages he has availed 
himself of men and of events, as the instruments of effecting his be- 

neficent purposes. He has been pleased to permit mankind to make 
the experiment of infidelity on a large scale. He allowed the phi- 
losophists to triumph for a season, to gain over many disciples, to 
possess themselves of the government of a people among the most 
powerful on earth, whose language was more generally spoken than 
any other. It was now to be seen whether Deism was adapted to ren- 
der a nation peaceable at home and abroad, to encourage iudustry, 
subordination, charity, contentment, in short, to make each indivi- 
dual happier than he would be, as a disciple of Christianity. 
The result is known. France and her colonies were deluged 
with blood. Thousands escaped only with life. The people vo- 
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luutarily surrendered the long cherished hopes of freedom, rather 
than continue a government of crime and cruelty. Christian- 
ity, which had been formally abolished, was as formally recall- 
ed, and the acknowledgment was extorted from the unbelieving 
world itself, that the worst form of religion was preferable to none. 
In the powerful language of our Bishops, mankind ‘drew back 
from the gulph laid open before them, and contributed their re- 
spective energies tv the sustaining of Christian truth, as their only 
support.” This salutary reaction, brought about by the good pro- 
vidence of God, memorably illustrates that remark of the Psabnust: 
* Surely the wrat’) of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath 
shalt thou restrain.” 

An inquiry into the secondary causes of the prevailing religious 
excitement is profitable, as it illustrates the divine mercy in bring- 
ing good out of evil, but the most important inquiry connected with 
it, relates to the duties to which it calls us. These duties may be 
resolved into a single one. It is to set a good example. Ata 
per‘od when the world is listening to the claims of religion, how 
care\ul should its disciples be that the name of God and his doctrine 
be vot blasphemed, that they may recommend the truth not only by 
their lips, but their lives. At all times it is our duty to adorn the 
doctrine of our Saviour in every respect, to be an example of the 
believers; that is, not only to Christians, but to our brethren of 
mankind in general, “in word,in conversation, in charity,in spirit, 
in faith, in purity, to let our light shine before men, that they seeing 
our good works, may glorify our father who is in heaven,” but es- 
pecialiy do these precepts claim our anxious obedience, at a period 
when the eyes of our fellow-men are turned towards us, when they 
are seeking to know the character of the Gospel, not as they should 
from the Gospel itself, but from the conduct of those who profess it. 
A Christian who lives in any one sin, whois cold in duty, Oh! he 
knows not how many he may turn away from the baoner of their 
Redeemer, and how great a stumbling block he may be in the way 
of those younger, less talented, or more humble believers, who look 
up to him for direction, and heedlessly follow his path, though it 
be the path that must end in bitter remorse. 

Let us remember, then, according to the striking metaphors of 
our biessed Lord, which our Bishops have most appropriately quot- 
ed on the present occasion, that Christians are as “‘ a city set on an 
hill where it cannot be hid.” Their conduct will be noticed, and 
it will bring either honour or dishonour, favour or reproach, on 
their sacred profession. It will either allure men to Christ, or it 
will alienate them from him. It will give “ light unto all that are 
in the house,” that is. to all their fellow-christians, instructing and 
animating them, or if it be inconsistent, it will distress or mislead 
them. The Christian who does not show his faith by his works, 
not only interrupts the progress of religion in the world, and dis- 
cournges his fellow-christians, but he exposes himself to the heavi- 
est displeasure of the Almighty. It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon, who had not his advantages, at the day of judgment, 
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than for him. It had been far better for him net to have known the 
way of righteousness, than after knowing it, to turn from the holy 
commandment. 

In the Pastoral Letter, among the duties of the Christian life, 
which are specified, one is the sacred observance of the Lord's 
day. This is indeed at the foundation of religion. Abolish the 
Sabbath, and religion would cease to exist in the world. It cannot 
live in the heart without the use of means, and the Sabbath is the 
means which the divine wisdom has prescribed from the beginuing, 
of which the pions of all ages have availed themselves; and it is in 
fact a means which is the auxiliary of all other means of grace, 
for if you have a house of prayer, you must have a time for euter- 
ing its courts; and if you have sacraments, you must have a season 
for administering and receiving them. ‘To the public duties of the 
Sabbath, our Bishops particularly advert. Assemble habitually, 
say they, in a manner remote alike from levity and from ostenta- 
tion. Engage in the prescribed services, with affections suited to 
the spirit diffused throughout them, in the act of confession, in that 


of praise and thanksgiving, in that of intercession, and in that of 


prayer, in all its various breathing of devout desire; with depend- 
ance on the holy spirit of grace, so as to render your prayers as 
nearly as is consistent with human frailty, fit for the replenishing 
of “the golden vials full of odours,” which are the prayers of the 
saints before the Lamb. 

It is by such a devotion, in which the bended knee, the humble 
carriage, and the thrilling tones of the voice, show that the heart 
fully participates, that you shall, through Christ, both save your- 
selves and those who witness it, for your example will move 
the spectators to acknowledge that ** God is in you of a truth,” and 
more to fall down and worship God, with the like sincerity and 
earnestness. The great purposes of the religious assembly are 
prayer and instruction. It is a mistake to suppose that instruction 
and persuasion are the exclusive province of the pulpit or the ser- 
mon. The best instruction comes from the desk, from the pure 
word of God; and this reading of the Scriptures is called preaching, 
in the Acts of the Apostles, where it is said ‘* Moses of old time 
hath in every city them that preach him being read in the syna- 
gogues every Sabbath day.” This is the best preaching, because it 
is free from all error, and (if, as in our Church, the Scriptures are 
read, without any material omission,) it is free from deficiency. Still 
it is not intended to disparage the preaching of the living Minister, 
(for this also is an ordinance of God which he has blessed to the 
conversion and sanctification of mankind,) but only to set forth the 
paramount claim of the more ancient custom of God’s Church, 
which our branch of it has wisely retained. 

Another duty to which the state of the times calls our attention, 
is that of conversation seasonably introduced, for the purpose of set- 
ting forth the truth, vindicating it agninst the gainsayer, and per- 
suading men to embrace it. If, in the discharge of this duty, there 
is need of discretion, there is need also of courage. We must not 
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be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. “J will speak,” says the man 
after God’s own heart, “‘ of thy testimonies also before kings, and 
will not be ashamed.” As to the proper manner on these occasions, 

we are told in meekness to instruct those that oppose themselves, and 
in like manner to give an answer to every man that asketh a reason 
of the hope that is in us; and to show a good conversation “ with 
meekness.” But when his precious faith is assailed by prejudice, 

ignorance, or depravity, when he has an opportunity of imparting 
light, and joy, and hope; of lifting up the hands which hang down; 

of strengthening the feeble knees; of comforting the faint heart; of 
bringing back the wanderer to the way of peace; of securing to « 
brother, so far as human agency can, safety from hell, and the in- 

heritance of immortal glory, shall the Christian be silent ? Huma- 
nity forbids it. Conscience and the word of God require him to 
speak out: ‘“ Lift up thy voice like a trumpet; show the people their 
transgression, and theshouse of Jacob their sins.” ‘A word spo- 
ken in due seasun, how good is it.” Even in the conversation 
which has no direct bearing upon religion, there may be a humility 
in the manner, there may bea hint, showing that out of the abundance 
of the heart, the mouth will speak; there may be a moderation in 
the expression suggested by a sacred reverence for truth, and a fear 
of transgressing its limits, which shall beautifully illustrate the 
power of Christian principle in the heart of the speaker, and be irre- 
sistible in its effects on the hearers; strengthening the believer in 
his most holy faith, and almost, if not altogether, persuading the 

rest to come to Christ. How careful, then, should Christians be 
to say nothing which might prejudice their holy religion, and to 
omit nothing which truth aud righteousness, the fear of God, and 
the salvation of man require. ‘Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt,” the salt of religious sentiment, and thus 
you may be the happy instruments of converting a sinner and sav- 
ing asoul, while you secure for his favour who alone can cover the 
multitude of sins by his precious death andmerits. 

The duty of co-operating with the associations for the promotion 
of the Gospel, is the only remaining one which the Pastoral Letter 
deems it necessary to recommend. The Christian who feels no de- 
sire to impart to others the knowledge of redemption, the means of 
grace, and the hope of glory may well doubt whether he sets a pro- 
per value onthe Gospel. Shall he sympathize withj the perishing 
body in its wants and wishes, and shall he have no sympathy for 
the immortal soul, without God and without hope in this life, and 
in danger of the second death? There is no duty under the Gospel 
more plainly enjoined than charity to the soul, ‘The believer is in- 
structed to make it the subject of his daily prayers, that the king- 
dom of God may come, and his will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. And while the Ministers are directed to go into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature, the laity in general 
are reminded that they are to provide the means for carrying on 
these missions, that through their mercy the heathen also may ob- 
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tain mercy. But more especiaily dees the Christian sympathize 
with his fellow Christian, for there is a bond of union between them 
stronger than any the world knows of. It is natural to relieve, in 
the first place, those who have been educated in our Church, whom 
the desire of bettering their condition has carried far from the sepul- 
chres of their fathers, and who are anxiously sighing for the sacred 
privileges in which they one participated. Our duty in this respect 
is affectingly enforced, by the recollection that our forefathers 
were precisely in their situation, and that to the sympathy of their 
brethren in England, they were indebted for the planting in this. 
country of that Church, of which it is our happiness to be members. 
After providing for these claims of kindred and gratitude, it be- 
comes us as we have the ability, to relieve the spiritual necessities 
of our countrymen generally—a great multitude growing up in ut- 
ter ignorance of their God—their duty—their danger, and as a na- 
‘tural consequence, dissolute, in morals, and shameless i in manners. 

The Indians, too, have a claim on our charity. If the present 
possessors of the soil should be the instruments of conveying to its 
ancient owners the knowledge of the Gospel, it will indeed be more 
thar an equivalent for all “their sufferings. They will have ex- 

changed an earthly for a heavenly inheritance, and when admitted 
to the Canaan which is above, will thank God for the loss of this 
good and large land, considering that loss as connected with their 
salvation—as part of the price of the glory which excelleth. 

To the moral condition of India, Africa, and Greece, and South- 
America, the Pastoral Letter also adverts, leaving i it to each member 
of the Church to determine for himself, whether he will aid the do- 

mestic or the foreign missions; whether he will assist in erecting 
the beacon of Christianity in a Mahometan or a Pagan land; or 
passing by the heathen, aim at the reformation of nominal Chris- 
tians, of those attached to the ancient Eastern and Western Churches, 
whose knowledge is defective, for they neglect the Bible; whose 
faith is mingled with error, aud whape practices are superstitious 
and corrupt. 

Although they regard missions as the best means of propagating 
the Gospel, the Bishops do not undervalue the distribution of the 
Bible. ‘*‘ We are aware, they say, that as in the beginniug, and under 
the divine appointment, there was, with the sacred books, a ministry 
constituted for the explaining and for the impressing of their con- 
tents; yet it will be, or rather it has been, an effect of the possession 
of the book itself, to season the minds of readers with its truths, shin- 
ing on its pages with such clearness, that “* he who runs may read ;” 
thus proving a preparation for the overthrow of idolatry, whether 
in its avowed character, or under the disguise of the Christian name ; 
and being the herald of measures for the organizing of Christian 
Churches.” 

But the question arises, what reason have we to believe that these 
efforts will be successful? The timid Christian looks at the large 
number of the heathen, at the small number of Christians, at the 
coldness and parsimany of many of them, at the failure of some 
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pious enterprizes, (perhaps overlooking the success of others,) and 
if he dues not sit down in despair, feels that his hope is as smoking 
flax, ready toexpire; as the bruised reed, almest broken. Now the 
Pastoral Letter sets before him those promises which God, for his 
art, will most surely keep and perform. ‘“ The kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” 
‘t The sons also of them that afflicted thee, shall come bending unto 
thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at 
the soles of thy feet.” Hath God said, and shall he pot do it? And 
hath he spoken and shall he not make it good? = Is he # man that 
he should deceive, or the son of man that he should repent- The 
Christian is invited also to contemplate the present state of the 
world; the remarkable changes which have taken place within his 
own memory ; the facilities of navigation ; the increased intercourse 
of nations which the spirit of commerce has oceusioned ; the acess 
to the least civilized nations, opened by the enterprize of curiosity; 
the comparative safety with which barbarous countries are now «x- 
plored, and the discoveries of geologists and antiquaries, contirm- 
ing the Mosaic account of the creation, the deluge, aud other par- 
ticulars. The advantages for extending the Gospel in the present 
age are unrivalled, The evidences of Christian truih have accumu- 
lated, and therefore while Christians have new motives to impart, 
the heathen have new motives to receive it. Let us then take cour- 
e, go on and persevere till men shall no more say, know ye the 
Lord, for all shall know him, from the least to the greatest. 
Superstition, which consists in attending to the ceremonies of re- 
ligion, at the expense of the weightier matters of the law, and en- 
thusiasm in which the feelings triumph over the judgment, are some 
of the evils too oiten attendant on a revival of religiom Euthusi:sm 
affects both opinion and conduct, being the parent of those extrava- 
ut theories, and interpretations of pro;-hecy which have been 
broached in our day, as well as of those contortions and vocitera- 
tions in the worship of God, which have no parallel, except in the 
rites of Pythian, or Hindoe delusion. Enthusiasm is of course in- 
separable from spiritual pride, for the man who believes that he has 
a better light to guide him than the holy Scriptures, a light which is 
vouchsafed only to himself and a few others, will naturally look 
down upon his brethren in general. He cannot be restrained by the 
ordinary appeals to Scripture, or to his understanding, as long as he 
conceives that his thoughts and movements are directed by God 
himself; for the proper definition of an enthusiast, is ove whe con- 
ceives that Gud is within him, controlling the whole man. Even in 
the days of the Apostles, and again in the age of the reformation, 
the progress of religion was retarded by the baleful influence of 
enthusiasm. The best defence against it, is a strong conviction that 
the Bible contains all things necessary to salvation, so that what- 
soever is not written therein, or cannot be proved thereby, is not to 
be received, We must also take care to keep our religious sensi- 
bility under the restraint which Scripture and good sense recom- 
mend, even at the expense of being thought too formal, of paying 
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too much attention to old rules, and not coming up to the spirit of 
the age. The zeal which Scripture enjoins, is a zeal “according to 
knowledge,” a zeal tempered with discretion. ‘The young, espe- 
cially, are in ~cmrae of extravagant zeal, or of “being righteous 
over much,” that is, righteous in appearance, in profession, in out- 

ward acts, hot always indicative of the strength of the righteous 
principle in the heart, and therefore tt is to the young, that the e X= 
hortations are addressed. Teach the young women “to be discreet.” 
“Young men likewise exhort to be sober-minded.” 

Our Bishops remind us, and it is a consoling recollection, that 
the errors of the early Christians, which St. Paul calls“ wood, hay, 
and stubble,” and the errors of some of the reformers, exist How 
only on the page of history, while the precious truths which they 
inculcated, * ‘remain to be the spiritual food of the faithful to the 
end of time.” [pn like manner, they indulge the hope that much and 
lasting good will result from the present revival, although some 
tures may spring among the wheat, and they instruct us that attend- 
ant disorders do not disprove the agency of the Holy Spirit of God, 
“ however erroneous it would be to aseribe to his influence any sen 
sations or any actions which are contrary to truth and soberness.” 

Another error against which we are warned, is the spirit of con- 
troversy. It is our duty to contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once delivered tothe Saints. But we are to coutend for trath, 
not for victory; for our Lord and Saviour, not for the advancement 
of our party, of any personal interest, and we should ever remem- 
ber that the Christian is commanded to strive lawfully; to use uo 
other weapons than candor aud fair argument; to be firm and earn- 
est, but not obstinate aud uncharitable, “ showing all meekness to 
all men.” Itis our special duty during a season of revival, to avoid 
all unnecessary controversy, and never to engage in it without much 
reflection and much prayer, that we may conduct it on Christian 
principles, with a Christian temper, and in a way that shall pro- 
mote the cause of truth and righteousness.” 

At this period, various societies for the advancement of the Gos- 
pel are springing up. It is obvious that these societies nay have 
rules which are objectionable, or if their rules are good, their pro- 
ceedings may not be conformed thereto. It is a duty to examine 
carefully the constitution of every society before one joins it, and 
to continue in it no longer than it adheres to sound principles. No 
individual should give his sanction to any error, although there 
should be much that is good mingled with it. Neither should he 
suppose, that because the association is large, responsibility is so 
divided as tu be lost with respect to each member. On this subject 
our Bishops call upon us to be cautious, not to unite, or if united, 
to separate at once from any society which may in any way sanc- 
tion a single proceeding inconsistent with our duties to the State, 
or to the Church of which we are members. 

The Pastoral Letter concludes with a recommendation to fervent 
and constant prayer, in behalf of our endeavours for the promulga- 
tion of the Gospel, and we may add, it becomes u= to make it u sub- 

GOSs. MESS.—VOL. VI. 46 


° - 
on # 


> ~55 
no Ohe, 


et 


se 


me es 


a 


Fi 


= 


— eo Hee 
—— ee 


rr 

















362 Address, &c. {Dee. 


ject of special prayer, that we and our fellow men in general may 
have grace to rise from the death of sin, to the life of righteousness : 
to fullil the duties to which the providence of God is now calling us, 
and to overcome the te mpt: itions which at any time mn: iy meet us in 
our journey to the land of promise, the heaven where we would be. 
eciieadtilteene 
ADDRESS, 

Delivered at St. Michael’s Church, Nov. 12, 1229, on the occasion of the Anniver- 
sary of the Juvenile Missionary Society, by the Rev. Paut Trapisr, Minister of 
St. Andrew's Parish. 

My Dear Chiidren—The Anniversary of your Society has come 
round again, and our Heavenly Father has permitted us to meet 
here tn health and safety. You come to learn what has been done 
by the Board of Managers during the last year, and as it ts usual at 
this time to put } youl mind of the objects of the Society, and of 
your duty as its members, | have been asked to do so. I had so 
little time to think what I should say to you, that I should have de- 
clined, were TL not too much pleased with your Society not to wish 
to do every thing that I can to keep up your interest in it. 

] am sure that many of you have been longing for this day, and in- 
deed the last anniversary was so interesting that none of you can 
have entirely forgotten it. You romember what was said to you then 
in the reporis of the Secretar y and Treasurer—they showed you that 
your Society had been quite useful, and do you not wish to know 
whether they will show the same hts year alsu? The y will soon be 
read to you, and Tam glad to say that you will not be ‘disappoiute rd. 
Your Society has done more than ever—yes, and it will be more and 
more useful every year as long as you continue to spend your mo- 
ney like Christians in doing good. Every thing will go on well; 
our heavenly Father will bless it, because it is a good Society. It 
is meant to assist in doing a great work—a work which none of us 
can do alone—which all the pe ople in the worid, put together, could 
not do without the help of God. * You know w hat work | mean—it 
iseven the noble work of eee, the souls of men—and is there 
auy business so important as that?) Remember who are engaged in 
it—men and angels, and even God himself. ‘This was the business 
which brought our Saviour into this world—you are fellow-workers 
with him, and is not that a ve ry high honour? How grateful ought 
you to be that even little children are permitted to do ‘something to- 
wards bringing about the great end for which our merciful R edeemer 
shed his own most pre cious blood! Certainly you ought not to re- 
fuse—no! you ought rather to be delighted to give whatever you 
can spare—there are people every w here who need your help—for 
though our Saviour came down from heaven and died for all men, 
many yearsago; though he taught his own countrymen ; 
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so many, 
though his apostles went wherever they could and proclaimed the glad 


tidings of salvation; though there have been Christians in the world 
for 1829 years, yet think how many bad people there are: and not 
only so, but do you know, my dear children, that not more than one 
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third of those who live on the earth have ever been taught their duty 
to our God and Saviour? All the rest know nothing of what he has 
done for them —most of them have noteven he ird of his name —the 
good news has not reached them—the light has not shone upon 
them—they are sti!lin darkness—and oh! whata darkness it is!— 
We, who are Christians, can scarcely believe that any people can 
be as foolish, and ignorant, and wicked as they are—the accounts 
which we have of them are enough to make us pity them from the 
bottom of our hearts. No doubt you have hye ard ofsome thins which 
they do, of the idols which they worship, and such idols !—not even 
like men—some of them nothing more than mis shapen blocks of 
wood or stone—-others of the most horrid and ugly shapes—even 
the pictures of them are dis; gusting, as you must know, if you have 
seenany. One of them which the East Indians + bey A has a 
man’s : body and the head of an elephant, and then they have such 
foolish stories aboutthem ! too foolish to be believed by the youngest 
child in this Church—some of them would not even amuse you, if 
I were to repeat them. But the worst of all is the worship w hich 
they pay to those tdols—it is horribly cruel, for they bring men, wo- 
men and children to these bloody images, and] kill them there—the y 
think that their Gods delielht in this. bne image has its neck hung 
all round with human skulls. Now, indeed, the English, who have 
couquered the country, will pot allow them to put any more people 
to death, yet they sometimes do it secretly, and they are not pre- 
vented from putting an end to their ovn fives. Yes, that they do. very 
often. When a married man dies, it is quite common for his wives 
to burn themselves alive—great numbers of them do it, for the ‘'y 
think that if they do not, neither their husbands nor themselves 
will goto heaven. In the last ten years, more than S000 have been 
burnt. Think of that! 8000. Suppose that a hundred had been 
burnt in this country—even ore in this city, would you not think 
it horrid? Would you not do any thing you could to put a stop 
to such a cruel custom? Would you not, at least, give all your 
pocket money? And ought you to feel less because these poor 
widows are so far off?) Do not they suffer as much as they would 
here? Do not their children saffer more? For amone these cruel 
people, who takes care of children?) They are left to perish 
with hunger. Indeed, in every heathen country they are treated 
with dreadful crue ty —e ‘ven thei wr own mothers’ do not love them. 
When they are sick, they do not feel for then—among one nation, 

they even murder them. When the hel; pless infant eries with pain, 
its own mother has been often known to put her hand upon its 
mouth and stifle it—she sometimes even buries if e@lire. and presses 
down the earth while it is strugging in the awonies of death. It is 
painful to speak of such things, and happily, my dear children, though 
they were often done a few years ago, they are not coinmon now, 

But why this is change? It is because Christian Missionaries have 
gone among these wretched people; and now, on one smal! Island,® 
they have twenty-three Churches, though nine years agu they knew 
* Maui—one of the Sandwich Islands. 
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nothing of our holy religion. Remember this, and see how much 
good missionaries have done, and may do. Will you not help them? 
They have not done balf of their great work. Even now, widows 
are burnt, children are put to death, and horrid idols worshipped 
still, There are wicked people in every country, even amoung Chris- 
tians, in our own State, and too many in this very city. You see, 
then, that we ought not to be idle. Grow people and children too, 
all ought to do what they can to make the ignorant and wicked, 
wise and good, Can you think that it is not your duty to do any 
thing? Suppose that every body else had thought so too—suppose 
that missionaries had never gone about—what would have become 
of you, who are now so cheerful and so happy? Might we not all 
have been as miserable as the poor East-Indians are? Would not 
your mothers have been cruel too? Lustead of watching over you, as 
they now do when you are sick, they would perhaps have killed you, 
or given you to be eaten by the wild beasts, as used to be done by 
an ancient heathen nation Instead of that, who cau tell how many 
comforts you have! and what is the reason of this? It is because 
missionaries came among your ancestors and made them Christians.— 
Do not forget this. You have a great many good things, and if 
you are generous, will you not share them with the destitute chil- 
dren of the heathen—will you not give some to the unfortunate 
children in our own country, who have n6 good parents to teach 
them their duty? Will you not help in making them all good Chris- 
tions?) Is it not indeed a noble work?) Would you not like to talk 
with these children about our Saviour, how good he has been to all 
of us, and to thei too, te shed even bis blood for them, that they 
may go to heaven. Would you not be delighted if you could tell 
them how much they ought to love him, how pleasant it is for us to 
love him, and to feel that he is our friend. But what is the use of 
wishing, you may say, We Cannot do all this—we cannot go to see 
these children, or bring them to see us. True, but you can do some- 
thing which will answer just as well—you can send others to see 
them and to teach them, and this is what your Society is meant for. 
But can this little Society do any thing of any consequence in so 
grand a work ? Certainly, my dear children, it has done someting, 
and may do a great deal more. Why, do you know that if all our 
Sunday scholars in this city would join you, and contribute regu- 
lariv, nearly $500 would be raised? And ifall the children connect- 
ed with our General Union would form secieties like this, then more 
than $13,000 would be added; and think how many Missionaries, 
and Bibles, and Prayer Books, and Sunday School Books, could 
be sent abroad with that large sum of money ? How many distressed 
people might be comforted—how many wicked people saved from 
eternal misery! Therefore do not be afraid that the work of doing 
ood is too great for yon. Remember that the lerge ocean is made 
uy of little drops—a little seed will grow up toa great tree. Why? 
Because it is nourished by the dew of heaven; and ow: Saviour 
tells us that our religion is like that little seed—it will shoot up 
and spread, because God will bless it with his grace. If you de 
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all that you can, and plant the seed, he will make it grow. If you 
send ouly one missionary, God will enable him to do good; and, 
my children, you have sent one, and more than one. Surely, then, 
your money has been well spent. You have helped to gain what the 
Bible tells us is “* worth more than the whole world.” 

Therefore go on—do not be weary of giving to this good Society. 
Something more precious than fine gold is bought with your money; 
for it is spent in muking people happy. ‘Tis true you cannot see 
how much good it does, but you may see by-and-bye, even in this 
world, if you visit any of the places where your missionaries have 
gone; or else in heaven, when you meet some of the happy spirits 
who have gone there through the means of your society. Will not 
that be a rich reward! It may be yours if you love your Saviour 
and do good. 

I have said enough, my dear children, perhaps too much. You 
see that your Society is useful, and now ask vourselves a few plain 
questions. Will you not help it to be more useful still? Will you 
not pay your contributions regularly and punctually ? Can you find 
out any better way of spending your money? Any way which will 
give you so much pleasure? Which you will like so much to sit 
down and think about? Would you rather spend it in buying a toy 
to play with—something nice to eat, or any pretty thing to dress 
yourself with ? What! when there are so many poor people perish- 
ing with cold and hunger—so many ignorant people who know 
nothing of our Saviour, and so many wicked people who are ruining 
their own souls?) Will you neglect them, and waste your money 
in trifles—spend it so selfishly, “all on yourselves. No! indeed, I 
hope that none of you would do so. 1 am quite sure that you will 
not if you always think of the miserable heathen, vend the numbers 
of wretched people in our own country. Then try to think of them, 
Remember what I have said about them. [have told you very lit- 
tlhe—ask your parents to tell you more—I dare say they will; and 
ask them also to teach you how to pray for “those upon whom the 
light of the Gospel has not yet shone.” Remember that this is ano- 
ther way of doing good, for God delights to listen to the prayer of 
a good child—he will answer it in blessings upon you, and upon 
those for whom you pray. 

But you have yet another way of doing good. Talk to your 
young friends and acquaintances about this Society ; tell them what 
it is meant for, and ask them to join it. If you see them about to 
spend any of their money foolishly, suppose you say to them: 
“Would you not do better if you gave this money to the Juvenile 
Society? Would you not be better pleased with yourselves, than 
you will be if you buy this silly, useless thing.” Try if you cannot 
persuade them. Do not be ashamed—you would be only giving them 
good advice, and not begging them. But never mind what name 
they call it by. Do not be bashful about doing what is right. A few 
of your acquaintances may laugh perhaps, but most of ‘them will 
think the better of you for it; and if you are not proud of being so 
good, then I am certuin that your best frieud, your Father in heaven, 
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will love you more. I am pretty sure that you will often succeed 
in getting new subscribers to the Society. The number may be 
soon doubled, and to encourage you, when you go home, look in 
to the * Childrens’ Magazine” for last March; the piece which I 
mean is near the end ofthe book, and though the litle boy of whom 
it speaks was very young, yet I hope none of you will be above fol- 
lowing his good example; even the oldest of you ought to go and 
do likewise. 


The Secretary, Mr. G. Cleveland, Jun. then read his Report : 


In presenting to the patrons and members of this Society the 
Annual Report of the Board of Managers, it will not be expected 
by any one acquainted with the objects for which it was established, 
and the sphere of its operations, that it should embrace much detail 
of its progress, as the meetings of the Board are seldom, and not dis- 
tinguished by the decision of questions interesting from their novelty 
or importance. Its prosperity can be seen only in the reports of 
Treasurer, aud in the inerease of that spirit of Christian benevo- 
lence which evidences the advancement of enlightened piety in the 
hearts of iis members. Ta these respects it becomes us to acknow- 
ledge with gratitude to the “ Giver of every good gift,” that we have 
at this time, much to gladden our hearts and encourage us to go 
forward in the interesting work in which we have engaged. 

In accordance with the resolution of the Socicty at the last anni- 
versary, the Constitution has been so altered as to free it from all 
connexion with the Young Mens’ Missionary Society, of which it 
was formerly an auxiliary. Ips Treasurer is now elected from the 
Board of Managers, aud the objects of its charity are not now alone 
the aid of missions, or confined to our own country, but tn the ap- 
plication of its funds liberty is given to assist all societies which 
have for their object the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, by 
any of the means best calculated to advance an object so dear to 
the hearts of Christians of every name and nation. The Constitu- 
tion has been printed free of expense to the Society, and is ready 
for delivery to such as have not received it, and the alterations will 
be seen to have been made which were deemed best calculated to 
promote the objects in view, in the full confidence that they would 
be sanctioned by those upon whose support the Society depends 
for its existence and usefulness, 

The charge of the collections has beea confided to the mana- 
gers, whose duties in the schools will not interfere with the atten- 
tion necessary to secure punctual monthly payments; and this 
change has been found highly beneficial. The few exhibitions of 
the Microscope which have taken place have been well attended, 
and the interest taken in this mode of religious instruction by the 
parents and children of our churches, has proved how valuable is 
such an opportunity of impressing the youthful mind with those les- 
sons of piety, which, by the blessing of God, will guide it in the 
paths of peace. It is believed that a notice of the subject of each 
exhibition given at the previous one, would prove profitable to the 
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children, as by the aid of their parents or teachers, they would be 
oe better to understand the instructions given at the time; and 

s all e: an, by a small contribution to the funds of this Society, ene 
at the privilege of attendance upon these monthly lectures, it is 
hoped that many who are not in the Sunday Schools may be in- 
duced tv attend them. They will be recommenced on the last Sa- 
turday of this month, and be coutinued with such unprovements as 
experience shall suggest 

Mr. Thomas Waring’s Report, as Treasurer, was then read, of 
which the following is an abstract : 


Paid fora Microscope, illustrating Scriptural pictures, $26 00 
The balauce paid te Young Mens’ Mission: iry Society, 1v9 i 


Total received during the year, ending with the last an- 2295 64 
niversary, 





To constitute Right Rev. Dr. Bowen a life member of the ) 30 00 


Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, j 
Paid A. E. Miller for printing tickets of admission to thet 9 =0) 
exhibition of the Microscope, os 
Balance in the Treasury, 119 194 





Total received during the year, ending with thts anni- ) S151 694 
versary, § ? ‘ 


The Treasurer remarks: It is hoped that all the arrears will be 
punctually paid, and that, as the requisition for membership is so tri- 
fling, inany more children will be induced to join the Society. Surely 
64 cents per mouth, or 75 cents a year, will vever be missed from 
the purse of the rich, nor can it even make poverty much poorer. 
The rich may give and not feel it, and the poor may give and not 
regret it. No Society, no matter how numerous its members, or 
how rich and great, can have a nobler or more glorious object than 
this Juvenile Society. In common with all other religious asso- 
ciations, it looks to the advancement of the Gospel and the promo- 
tion of human happiness, and when such results are to be effected 
by human means, it hecomes every child of Adam, in every possi- 
ble way, to aid in this desirable accomplishment. Many a youth 
or child, by uniting himself to this Juvenile Institution, may con- 
tribute to the advancement of Christianity and the consequent well 
being of his fellow-creatures; whereas, the requisition for members 
ship in other societies may be more than he can conveniently afford, 
To those who have money, and to spare, we trust our appeal will 
not be in vain, but rather that a willing grant will be made to our 
requests; and here it may not be amiss to observe, for the satisfaction 
of the youthful members, that hereafter, when religion shall revert 
back to the causes of her success and final triumph, she will by no 
means overlook this little society, but rather with a benignant smile 
will she point to this Juvenile Lustitution, as to one of the causes 
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(under God) for her glorious exaltation; and then my young friends, 
may you expcet that your present contributions, which are now 
“Joaned to the Lord,” will be returned to you more than an hun- 
dred fold; and, believe me, the more numerous your deeds of cha- 
rity on earth, the richer will be your treasure in heaven. 

It appears there are 136 annual, and 10 life members. 


a ee 


° FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SLAVERY SCRIPTURAL. 


Messrs. Editors,—lIt is said that an intimation having been made 
in the “* House of Lords,” that slavery was anti-geriptural, one of the 
Bishops (I think Bishop Horsely,) rose and refuted the assertion so 
astoudmitofuoreply. ‘Ihe arguments on this point were satisfac- 
torily set forth in Mr. C. C. Pinckuney’s Address, before the Agri- 
cultural Society, which the editor of the * Philadelphia Recorder” 
has noticed in his paper of the 3d October, by republishing an arti- 
cle from the * Christian Observer,” containing opposite views. On 
this article, I ask leave to make a few brief remarks. 

In the first place, it contains self contradictions, 

1. It is said: “ Servitude was in Judea afoays voluntary, or else 
inflicted as a judicial punishment;” and vet in the vext column it 
is said, liberty was lost ** Thirdly in case of war;” and again, * chil- 
dren whose mothers were slaves, remained so themselves till the 
sons were thirteen and the daughters twelve.” 

2. It is also said: ‘Servants among the Jews were of two sorts, 
hired servants and purchased servants ;” leaving us to infer that there 
were no other sorts of servants ; and yet we are told afterwards, that 
there were servants not purchased, viz: those made captive in war, 
and children who “ always followed the mother’s condition.” (Exo- 
dus xxi. 4.) 

In the second place, the article now under revi2w, contains as- 
sertions not proved. 

1. Servitude—‘‘ was in every case cancelled by gross ill-usage.” 
In Exodus xxi. 26, 27, oniy two cases of ill-usage are specified as 
leading to this result. 

2. Children were sold for their parents debts, (Matt. xviii. 25, and 
2 Kings iv. 1,) “if their parent being dead, they inherited his pro 
perty,” or “if maintained by them.” The part of this sentence in 
italics is not, and it is believed cannot, be proved. 

3. Children whose mothers were slaves, remained so themselves, 
‘till the sons were thirteen and the daughters twelve, when both children 
and mother were free.” The two assertions, that mothers became 
free so soon as their children were twelve or thirteen, and that at 
those ages all horn in slavery became free, are not, neither do we 
think they can be proved. 

4 “The acquisition of slaves by any other means than those 
above described, viz: voluntary choice or judicial sentence, was 
tormed mau-stealing.” This is not only a mere assertion, but it is 
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contrary to the writer's dwn remark, that slavery attached to cap- 
tives in war, and to the children of slaves. Surely it is not intended 
to say, that all victors, and all owners of infant slaves, are men- 
stealers. 

5. A father might sell his children (Exodus xxi. 7,) “till they were 
of age.” This limitation is made by the author on his own authority. 

‘‘Ishmael had very long since attained the age when it was 
usual to emancipate both mother and son.” We wish the author 
would produce his authority for this assertion. 

In the third place, and this is the all-important point, the article 
before us contains assertions contradicted by Scripture. 

1. “ervitude was in Judea “only temporary.” For refutation I 
refer io “Leviticus xxv. 46: ‘*And ye shall take them (viz. the hea- 
then round about you—See verse 44—and the strangers that do 
sojourn daung you—See verse 45,) as an inheritance for your 
chiidren afier you, to inherit them for a possession, they shall be 
your bondmen for ever.” It was a long slavery, for the: y were to 
belong not only to the father, but to his c shild after him. It was a 
slavery for life, unlessthe term “ for ever’ " Lmplie s atemporary Co.- 
dition. You say it means to “Jubilee year.” (If so, with respect 
to many it would be a slavery for life.* It was ‘a slavery in which 
all the children of the slave born in the house were included, for 
in verses forty-five and forty-six, we read “their families that are 
with you, which they begat in your land: the ‘y shall be your posses- 
sion—they shall be your bondmen forever.” 

2. “Ihe state of servitude (says our writer) implied no personal 
degradation.” It is only necessary to refer to the texts quoted above. 
Ifa man and his family being bond-men and bond-maids, does not 
imply “ personal degradation,” then language has ost its meaning. 

3. “In every respect, except in circumstances arising from the 
distinction of the Hebrews being within the pale of the peculiar Jew- 
ish covenant, and being lords of the soil, they (viz. the Hebrews 
and the bondsmen) appear to have been perfectly equal.” This 
assertion is evidently contradicted by Leviticus xxv. 39 and 40, 
compared with verse 44: “If thy brother that dwelleth with thee 
(viz. the Hebrew,) be waxen poor and be sold unto thee, thou shalt 
not compel him to serve as a bond-servant. But as a hired servant, 
and a sojourner shall he be with thee.” “ Both thy bond- -men 
and thy bond-maids which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen, 
&c. Surely the Hebrew who could not be, and the stranger who 
could be made a slave, were not perfectly equal ; ; and yet our author 
says they were equal, except in two particulars, which have no bear- 
ing on the present inquiry. 

4. “ The distinction of Hebrew and that of bond- -men, implies no 
signification iu the least analogous to free, in opposition to en- 
slaved.”” The texts quoted above fully disprove this assertion, for 
there we see that the Hebrew could only be made a hired servant, 


* For example, how few of those born in the year after one Jubilee would live to 
see the next Jubilee. We know a large proportion of mankind die before they 
reach fifty. 
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whereas the bond-men were spch forever. We also refer to Deut. 
xv. 12: “If thy brother be sold unto thee, and serve thee six veurs, 
then, in the seventh, thou shalt let him go free.” Here, then, is a tem- 
porary bondage which surely is ‘“ analogous to free,” but the stran- 
ger was subject to perpetual bondage, as we have shown above. 

5. “No Hebrew was allowed to keep any servant in his house- 
hol! who did not embrace the Jewish faith within the year; and 
tl at being done, he ceased to be a stranger, and commenced He- 
brew, on which he was consequently emitled to the benefit of 
all laws respecting Hebrews.” Now if this assertion were true, 
then there would be no ground for the distinction which Scripture 
makes in the several passages already quoted, between the Hebrew 
servant and the stranger servant. The assertion is directly contra- 
dicted by Leviticus xxv. 39, 40, where we read the Hebrew shal] 
“not be a bond-servant, but as a hired-servant,” compared with 
verses 44, 45,46, where we read, of the heathen “ shall ye buy bond- 
men and bond-maids, and they shall be your possession—forever.” 

In the fourth place, the article before us, | hope not to awaken 
prejudice by insinuation, contains very many irrelevant remarks. 

** Servants and freemen equally formed one social body, the mem- 
bers of which were continually increasing.”” Does the republisher 
of this article know that the increase of the slaves in this country is 
at leust as great as that of the whites? 

‘“* By the second of their laws, (Exodus xxi. 16,) the same punish- 
ment is denounced on whoever not only steals any man, but even 
has in his possession a man originally stolen.” This is a fair hit 
against the slave trade, but it is not against the slave owner, unless 
he knows his slave to have been stolen.» If he does he ought to 
give him up, and there have been cases in which owners, upon be- 
ing satisfied that certain slaves were free in their own country, and 
stolen therefrom, have given them up. 

In the fifth place, the article before us, which the cause of truth 
never needs, deals in reproachful language. 

_They whom the writer opposes, are said “to affect to found their 
scriptural sanction,” &c. that is, in plain English, to offer argu- 
ments which they know to be unsound. The analogy between sla- 
very among the Jews and at the present day, is sneered at as a 
‘ discovery for the admiration of posterity,” and they who endea- 
vour to point out this similarity, are said to be guilty of “ a most 
shallow hypocrisy.”’ The plantations are said to be “‘ blood-stained.” 

From the above remarks, I think I may conclude that if slavery 
be anti-scriptural, the ‘“ Christian Observer” writer has not shown 
it. On the general question, [| would observe that it appears, no 
Hebrew could be made a slave for a longer period than fifty years 
at. most, that is, supposing him to have been born of slave parents, 
at the beginning of the year next after one Jubilee, in which case 
he would not be free till the next Jubilee. (Levit. xxv. 54.) But 
the Hebrews in general were not slaves longer than six years.— 
(Deut. xv, 12.) It was only when their masters happened to be 
Heathen, or they chose slavery by their own voluntary act, that 
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they were to remain in that condition till the next Jubilee year.— 
(Deut. xv. 17, and Exodus xxi. 6.) One not a Hebrew, might be a 
slave for life, and her children would also be slaves tor life. (Levit. 
xxv. 45, 46.) Perhaps such of them as survived to the Jabiiee year 
were made free then, but this point is not very cleur, though Levit. 
xxv. 10, favors it. 

Mr Pinckney has conclusively shown that slavery existed among 
the Jews, that none of the divine law- -givers, nor Christ. himselt; 
condemned it, and. therefore, that the holding of slaves isnot anti- 
scriptura!. How does the writer above referred to, mect this stete- 
ment? By the assertion, that slavery among the Jews was tempo- 
rary, and implied no personal dé gradation ; ; assertions which are 
amply refuted by Leviticus xxv. a ch »pter which alone would prove 
conclusively, if there was not another word on the subject, the re- 
markable similarity between slavery in ancient and in modern times. 
In the Enistle to Philemon, Lith verse, and in 1 Cor, vii. 20, Eph. 
vi. 5, Coloss: iii. 22, 1 Tim. vi. t,and Titus ii. 9, the right of the 
master over the slave is recognized by St. Paul, in unequivocal 
terms. So, also, by St. Peter i. Hl, 18. 

I have one word to say to the didier of the Recorder,” in regard 
toa slip of his pen. He says: ‘* Where the weight of the Seriptura! 
argument lies, we will leave our readers to determine ;"” and yet he 
says the author’ who is on the side against Mr. Pirickne ‘Vy “wrefr a- 
gably establishes that servitude. in Judea was only temporary,” &c. 


A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 


a 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIA‘. 
ON READING NEWSPAPERS ON A SUNDAY. 

Mr. Editor,—I beg leave to offer a few remarks on the sin of 
reading newspapers on a Sunday, ‘This practice may appear, in 
the eyes of many, trifling and unimportant, yet | am convinced it is 
highly injurious to thousands who thus consume the precious hours 
—given us by our merciful Creator, to fit and prepare our hearts 
and minds for the dawn of the eternal Sabbath. 

This species of reading occupies the mind with profane and 
worldly subjects, and leads it far from holy meditation, and sweet 
converse with God: it gives us a distaste for every thing serious, 
and renders us unfit forthe heavenly duties of the day. The topies 
of newspapers are usually polities, public amusements, and the 
crimes of our fellow-creatures. And are these the subjects which 
should occupy the Christian’s mind on the Sabbath? Ah vo! Our 
Creator blessed and sanctified the seventh day. ‘The beast of the 
field was to enjoy rest from bis toil, to recruit his animal strength ; 
man, by resting from his worldly occupations ; ; was, by prayer and 
supplication, public and private, to gain a fresh supply of heavenly 
strength, and the renewed assistance of the Holy Spirit. 

Many serious and well-intentioned persons may say, Can there 
be any harm, after the duties of the day are over, (by which they 
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mean, 1 suppose, the closing of the place of divine worship.) just to 
look ata paper? I answer—most assuredly there is. 

In the first place, the question proposed is erroneous—for, can the 
duties of the day end but with the day? This salvo to the conscience 
is dangerous. 

Secondly, [ observe that the miscellaneous matter contained ina 
newspaper, is totally unfit for perusal on the Lord’s day. 

Thirdly, I would call the attention of the inquirer to the unan- 
swerable word of God. “If thou turn away thy foot from (trar:p- 
ling on) the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; aud 
callthe Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and 
shall honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: forthe mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” (Isaiah viii. 
13, 14.) 

Can this beautiful passage from Holy Writ be read with indifte- 
rence? Can the man that wilfully profanes the Sabbath, hear it 
without trembling?’ tle may for a short time indeed stifle the voice 
of conscience; but life is ebbing away—then comes death »nd 
judgment!! Like Belshazzar, then will his countenance be ch: z- 
ed and troubled, when the prophetic writings appear in large tn: e- 
lible characters before his eyes, and cover him with confusion ; 
but remember that repentance then comes too late! Turn now 
and see if these words do not plainly and forcibly show that all re- 
creations, however harmless in themselves, become sinful on that 
holy day. ‘* Nothing must be done that puts contempt upon the 
Sabbath, or that looks like having mean thoughts of it, when God 
has so’ highly dignified it. On Sabbath days we should neither 
travel, nor take our pleasure; that is, not follow our sports and re- 
creations; we should not speak words concerning either our call- 
ings or our pleasures; we must not allow ourselves liberty of 
speech on that day, as on other days, for we must then solely mind 
God’s ways, making religion the business of the day. Every thing 
must be done that puts an honour on the day, and is expressive of 
our high thoughts of it; we must call it a delight, not a task and a 
birden, must delight ourselves in it, in the restraint it lays upon us, 
and the services it obligeth us to: we must be in our element when 
we are worshipping God, and in communion with him. How ami- 
able are thy Tabernacles O Lord of Hosts! we must not only count it 
a delight, but call it so, must openly profess the complacency we 
take in the day, and the duties of it; call it so to God in thanks- 
giving for it, and earnest desire of his grace to enable us to do the 
work of the day in its day, because we delight in it, call it so to 
others, to invite them to come and share in the pleasure of it; and 
we must call it so to ourselves, that we may not entertain the least 
thought of wishing the Sabbath gone, that we may sell corn. We 
must call it the Lord’s holy day, holy, separated from common use 
and devoted to God and his service, call it the holy of the Lord, the 
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day which he has sanctified to himself. Even in the Old Testament 
times the Sabbath was called the Lord’s day, and therefore it is fitly 
called sostill; and for further reason, it is the Lord Christ’s day.” 
(ht ve1. 10.) 

We well Know the heavy judgment passed upon the children of 
Israci, who infringed upon the rights of God’s hoiy day; and shall 
we, biessed with the light of the Gospel, escape punishment—for 
this ‘lacrant breach of the fourth commandment? Most awful is 
the guilt of those clergymen who sanction, by their example, such 
conduct—they are the light of the world: “A city that is set upon 
a hill and cannot he hid.” (Matt. v. 14.) If the light in them be 
darknes, how great and fatal is that darkness, not only to them- 
selves, but to all around them. May not the agriculturist, the 
tradesman, &c. say, Surely if the Clergy read newspapers on the 
Sunday, we may be allowed, if we attend Church in the morning, 
to reckon up, occasionally, our accounts in the afternoon, and read 
the papers with our families in the evening; thus one sin easily 
leads to another, and the persons who allow themselves to peruse 
such light publications on that holy day, will soon, perhaps, think 
it no harm to travel unnecessarily, to fill his house with visiters— 
and trifle away the Sabbath hours in conversation, or employment, 
entirely foreign to the Christian profession. Let such persous pause 
and inquire. Will aot that God who marks all our deeds, call us 
to account for so impiously mispending the time he has especially 
consecrated to himselff Can those, especially who by profes- 
sion are Ministers and stewards of his holy mysteries, expect to es- 
cape the just vengeance of their highly incensed Maker? Can they 
read in the Scripture the words denounced against those who neglect 
their flocks, or lead them astray, without trembling! If so, deeply 
do they need commiseration! for, like Pharoah, bard must be their 
hearts—their eyes, blinded by prejudice, cannot see the pure light 
of the Gospel, and their ears, deaf to divine instruction, reject all 
adinonition and counsel: well may such teachers be called blind 
leaders of the blind—lightless beacons, that will inevitably cause 
many miserable souls to be shipwrecked: O let them remember, 
before it be too late, that for every soul thus lost, they must, awful 
thought! answer at the great assize. 

Trifling, | again repeat, and unworthy of remark as this sabject 
may be deemed, yet let me entreat every reader, to consider atten- 
tively the point debated ; search the Scriptures, for by that holy 
standard shall men fin: ily be judged; but make not a law unto your- 
selves: nor think that your Creator will be served by halves? “ Ye 
cannot serve God and Mammon.” (Matt. vi. 24.) Spending part 
of your Sunday piously and devoutly, will not atone for the rest of 
the day being spent in idleness and irreverence. ‘The Holy One of 
Jsrael must have the whole heart—the best sacrifices—and the most 
precious and costly offerings that we can give. The time of those 
who have been accustomed to waste their Sabbaths in this awful 
manner, may, on relinquishing the practice, hang heavy on their 
hands; but persevere in your endeavour, and continue instant in 
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prayer, and in due time you will be more than conquerors, through 

our Redeemer; your Sabbaths will be tenfold happier; and the 
peace of God which passeth all understanding, will shed its heavenly 
lustre through your souls,,and each revolving Sabbath finds you 
more prepared to join the holy choir above, and chaunt the praises 
of the Lamb in that temple, not made with hands—eternal in the 
heavens. 

When such a glorious prospect is open to man, shall be call any 
sacrifice too great on earth to obtain it? You kuow the cruel price, 
the purchase of your redemption, cost your blessed Saviour. With 

ratitude then, and fervent piety, sacrifice your inclinations to him, 
and faithfully obey his Holy Will. Give up reading newspapers on 
a Sunday, and disconntenance, as much as possible, the sile of 
them ou the Lord’s day; let our worldly affairs sleep on that day 
he has so peculiarly sanctified and dedicated to himself. And let 
us repose.ourselves on our God, and enjoy devoutly his presence.— 
Then God shall! bless us, aud we shall in due season rejoice in his 


salvation. 
—_-—»p--—- 


EARLY NOTICES OF THE CHURCH IN SOUTH=CAROLINA. 
(Continued from page 337.) 


1729.—“* Remitted by the Rev. Mr. Guy, £78, being part of the 
estate of Mr. George Boyle, bequeathed by him tu the Society. 

“Vhe Rey. Mr. Morrit, Missionary at Winneaw, acquaints the 
Society, that the setthement there increases every day, and that by 
the nearest computation, there are at present, above seven hundred 
white people, a8 many negroes, and between two and three hun- 
dred native Indians dispersed about the settlements. This Parish 
is a late settlement of great extent, being near one hundred and thirty 
miles in length upon the sea-coast, and settled upward into the in- 
land above eighty miles, with people variously: dispersed, according 
to the nature of these settlements, upon three large and navigabie 
rivers, as commodious for navigation as any inthe Province. As 
the people are now scattered over a great tract of land for couve- 
niency of habitation, he hath a Parish of such extent as may 11 a 
few years be divided into three. For the conveniency of a great 
number of people who couid not come to the Parish Church wi |i- 
out the fatigue of passing by land and water, he hath settled a small 
chapel of ease about fourteen miles distant, where at times he per- 
forms divine service. Besideschildren, he hath lately baptized two 

ntlewomen of a grown age, who gave an exceeding good account 
of their faith, and a gentleman, a father of a numerous family.— 
The Church is a decent wooden building, forty-five feet long, and 
twenty-five feet wide, commodiously situated on the side of a river, 
where it branches, and gives a convenient passage to a considera- 
ble number of settlements, which are not above twelve or fourteen 
miles distant from the Church, and the people come frequently by 
water to Church. The Parsonage house is about half mile from 
the Charch, agreeably situated upon the river, with a glebe conti- 
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guous to it, of about two hundred and fifty acres. The house is not 
finished, but the Assembly have lately voted £300, Carolina money, 
fur the finishing of it. 

“Tbe Ref. Mr. Hasell, at St. Thomas, acquaints the Society, 
that his Parish is ion a flourishing condition, and the free-school 
there advances considerably, having a good writing-master and 
arithmetician, It is supported by the interest of the legacy bequeath- 
ed by the late pious Richard Beresford, Esq. the money was paid 
into the hands of the vestry, by the seed sot and laid out by them 
on land security, and produces at this time about £100, sterling 
money, a year; so.that he is in hopes, that if proper measures be 
taken in the disposal and securing the remainder of Mr. Beresford’s 
legacy, it will answer the noble intent of the donor, which was to 
have the languages and mathematics taught. 

“The Rev. Mr. Varnod writes, he makes a good progress in his 
mission; Whitsunday last he had thirty-two communicants, and 
twenty-six negroes, and thirty-four at Christmas ; that he hath late- 
ly admini tere | the sacrament at Wassamssaw, ind had eleven com- 
municants ; he hath baptized some negro children. 

“The Rev. Mr. Guy at St. Andrew’s, Mr. Dwight at St. John’s, 
and Mr. Jones at St. Helen’s, have sent accounts that their congre- 
gations increase. 

1730.—* The Rev. Mr. -Morrit, Missionary at Winneaw, acquaints 
the Society, that the number of his congregation is increased, but ex- 
pects it will be considerably more so in a little time, because there 
is a great resort of new comers settling in that Parish ; that he now 
preaches at two places (where there will be Chapels soon erected) 
besides at his own Church. He represents, also, that his labours are 
farther increased since the death of the Rev. Mr. Ponderous, Minis- 
ter of St. James Santee, the care of that Parish being recommended 
by the Bishop of London’s Commissary, to the Rev. Mr. Tissot 
and himself. He is now obliged to preach once every six or seven 
weeks at two places in his Parish, both which lie at a considerable 
distance from the Parsonage-house; to one of which he must go 
nine miles by land, and twelve by water: In which there are at pre- 
sent several credituble families settled, and many others daily expect 
ed. Our settlement, he says, here grows now so populous, that ia a 
few years it is imagined, that they must be divided into three Pa- 
rishes. He acquaints the Society that he continues to use all dili- 
gence in his cure, and since Easter, baptized twenty-three children; 
and that farther in obedience to the directions of the Society, and 
the Lord Bishop of London’s letter for the instruction of negroes, 
he hath employed himself in teaching four negro children, and hopes 
in a little time so far to instruct them, as to be able to give them 
baptism. He also teaches three men and two women, who begin 
to use a steady application to learn, and attend at Church prayers. 
On Sundays, he constantly reads to them upon some point of the 
fundamentals of the Christian religion, which he hath great hopes 
will soon prove of good effect; and lastly, that he constantly reads 














376 Early Notices of the Church in South- Carolina. [Dec 


Catechetical lectures, in the method mentioned in his former |et- 
ters. 

“The Rev. Mr. Lesslie, who was about two years ago appointed 
Missionary to St. Paul’s Parish, writes the Society aiaccount, that 
he hath been much afflicted with sickness since he entered upon his 
mission, and hath been for along time unable to pertorm the duties 
of his office in public. However, as soon as his health permitted him, 
he was not wanting in diligence. The first inconvenience he met 
with was, that the Church where they met for divine worship was 
not near finished. He immediately set on foot a subscription for 
raising money to finish it: the people at first were backward to con- 
tribute, by reason of some mismanagement in a former subscription. 
However, some worthy gentlemen pursued this design with success 
at last, and at length raised £1800 of that country money, which is 
thought a sufficient sum to finish the Church. Mr. Mackuen, a gen- 
tleman of that Parish, is very zealous to carry on this work, so that 
now he hopes that the Church will be finished in a month. The 
Parsonage-house is not fit to live in, nor can he guess when it will 
be repaired, the Parish having been at great expenses in building a 
Church, and purchasing a glebe. The first time he administered 
the Holy Sacrament he had but seven communicants, at Christmas 
following fifteen, at Easter twenty, and at Whitsunday twenty-six. 
That when he gave notice afterwards of the Sacrament being to be 
administered, he fell, in the mean time, into such weakness, that 
he could not attend himself... He says farther, that since his first 
entrance upon his mission, he hath baptized thirty-five children, 
and five odult persons. 

“The Rev. Mr. Lewis Jones, Missionary at St. Helen’s, writes, 
that he, proceeds with diligence in his office. His method in per- 
forming his duty, isto preach twice every Lord’s day, except in the 
shoft winter days, and then he catechises, as also every Lord’s da} 
during Lent, and also once a month in the summer. The number 
of his catechumens is about twenty. Three parts in four of the 
Church are handsomely pewed with cedar, a neat pulpit and desk 
built,and the communion table decently railed in ; all done at the 
expense of the Parish. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Varnod, Missionary at St. George’s Parish, writes 
to the Society, that at Easter last he had thirty-three communicants, 
and twenty-one blacks. He hath baptized a mulatto child in the 
Vehee Indian town; from thence he went up to the South side of 
the Savannah River, and baptized seven children at Savannah 
town. He undertook a voyage up into the Indian country, with Col. 
Peter Parry, at his reqiest, in order to see with him fora proper 
place for a township and settlement for three hundred Swiss fami- 
lies. They pitched at last upon a place on the North side of the 
River Savannah, called Great Yamasee, about thirty miles from the 


mouth of the river. 
(To be continued.) 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
TO ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
My fathers’ worshipped at thy shrine, I love to roam thy hallow'd ground, 


And from my earliest years, And muse among the dead, 

The privilege they priz’d was mine— And from each tomb and billock round 
A stranger yet to cares. Instructive lessons read. 

And when in after life oppress’d They tell, me from the scenes of time, 
With these, midst worldly cails, I too must pass away, 

I've found a solace and a rest And bid me seek a heavenly clime 
Within thy sacred walls. That knows no final day. 

I love to join the pious throng, Yes! life’s short day I will employ 
Who to thy courts repair, In training for the skies, 

And raise my voice in sacred song, And far above each earthly joy 
Thanksgiving, praise aud prayer. The Temple’s pleasures prize. M. 





, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


St. Luke’s Parish.—The Corner-Stone of a new Episcopal 
Church was laid at Grahamville, the summer residence of the in- 
habitants of the above Parish, on the 2eth October, and an address 
adapted to the grateful occasion, delivered by the Rev. Thomas J. 
Young, Rector of the same. 





Pinckney Lecture.—On Wednesday, Nov. 11th, the day appoint- 
ed by the honourable founder of this lecture, it was delivered in St. 
Philip’s Church, by the Rector, in consequence of the gentleman 
who had been nominated being prevented by sickness. 


Protestant Episcopal Juvenile Missionary Society.—The anniver- 
sary was commemorated, as usual, on Thanksgiving day, Nov. 12th, 
in the afternoon, at St. Michael’s Church. After prayers, by the 
Rev. Dr. Dalcho, the excellent and very appropriate address, which 
we have published in a former page, was delivered. It was pecu- 
liarly interesting to notice the fixed attention of the little children, 
to whose capacities the speaker accommodated himself. The 
Bishop is ex officio President; the Superintendants of our four 
Sunday Schools in Charleston were elected Vice-Presidents, and 
eight other persons, four ladies and four gentlemen, (Sunday School 
Teachers,) Managers. 

Epitaph to the memory of Judge Waties.—The following highly 
honourable and just tribute to the memory of one of the purest of 
men, and best members of our State and Church, is, we understand, 
inscribed on a monument recently erected in the Church of State- 
burg, of which the lamented deceased was for many years a Ves. 

@O8. MESS.—VOL. YI. 
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tryman, and where, in the absence of the Minister, he often officiat- 
ed asa lay-reader, 


JUSTISSIMUS UNUS. 
ET SERVANT.SSIMUS £QUI. 


Iv this place, decicated to religion, 

W here oft “ in spirit and truth” he worshipped God, 
Ard with zeal promoted his worship, 

This Tablet us erected in cammemoration of 

The Honourable THomas Watigs, who was born 

In this State, in February 1760, and died in June 1828. 
His moral and intellectual endowments, 

Enhanced by the henigu qualities of bis heart, 
Elevated him to the station of a Judge 

in the Court of Law, before he was thirty years of age, 
Aud afterwards to that of a Judge of the Court of Lquity. 
In each of which tribunals, successively, 

And for the series of forty years, 

He discharged his judicial duties, 

WV ith eminent ability, integrity, impartiality, 

Firmness, mildness, patience and clemency. 

To characterize him with particularity, 

As a philanthropist, patriot, son, brother, 

Husband, parent, master, friend and benefactor, 

W ould require a much greater space 

Than the limits of this marble can admit. 

Let it suffice to say in general terms, 

That in all these relations he was most exemplary. 

In the consummation of his character, 

Ii may be added that as a Christian, 

He believed efficaciously all the doctrines, 

And sincerely all the mysteries of the Gospei 

His Baptismal Creed received “ confirmation strong,”’ 
From bis own acute reasoning faculties, 

And from searching and studying the Scriptures. 
Against conviction so wrought and established, 

And Faith resting on so solid a basis, 
Vain are thy sarcasms, heughty scorner, 
Powerless thy sophistry, subtle sceptic. 



























General Theological Seminary.—The collections made at four of 
the Churches in Philadelphia have been increased, and the amount, 
we are happy to learn, by last accounts, was $301 87. 






Bishop Brownell.—This gentleman and the Rev. Mr. Richmond, 
have set out on their Missionary tour tothe West. A collection of 
$60, in aid of the object was made in Philadelphia on the 10th of 
November, atter a sermon by the Bishop. 

** Let the members of our Church, (says the ‘Church Register,’) 
send intelligent Bishops and Pastors into our new settlements, 
to lay the foundations of our Church in every district and ter- 
ritory, so that it may grow with the growth of their popula- 
tion. We cannot expect foreign aid, which the Romish Church in 
America receives to a large amount; but the wealth of our Atlan- 
tic congregations, if duly employed, would be sufficient to maintain 
with dignity at home, and to sup uly abundantly to our distant breth- 
ren, the ministrations of our Zion. The great difficulty in the way of 
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our improvement hitherto, has been, that we have not led with suth- 
ciemit boldness and ardour i in the great work of the moral improve- 
ment of our country at large; p rtly owing to the fact of our de- 
pression consequent upon the Revolution, and partly to the great 
demand made upon our efforts in our own imine ‘divte vicinity. 
Now ts the time for action. Let us present our Protestant Episco- 
pacy, and our Protestant Catholic Church, to those who are looking 
fora Church like that which Christ himself founded, with its mitis- 
try and its sacraments, aud our future Conventions will rank among 
their members Bishops aud other Ministers from every State aud 
Territory in our Union.” 

it appears that nearly $1100 have been raised for this mis*16u——a 
sum deemed fully adequate to meet the expenses of it. 8400 was sub- 
scribed in the Eastern Diocese, and about $600 in that of New-York, 
* Bishop Brownel’s sermon at St. Stephen’ s (says the ‘ Philadelphia 
Recorder,’) was highly interesting and in many places truly eluquent 
and touching. It related almost entirely to the concerns of th. Su- 

ciety, whose cause he is so ably pleading, and to the destitation of 
the land which has excited his sympathies, The ground assuined 
on the great questions of missions in geucral, was purely Scriptural, 
and nobly liberal and comprehensive e, Calmer, more persuasive, 
or more convincing appeals in behalf ofall the great charities, atid 
particularly of missious, both domestic and foreign, we have seldom 
had the pleasure of hearing. 

“ The Bishop proceeded on Thursday morning, on his journey 
towards Pittsburg. From thence he will embark for Ciucinuati aud 
Louisville. Visiting Lexington and Frankfort, he will also pro- 
ceed if possible to Danville and Nashville, Tennessee. Thence to 
Natchez and New-Orleaus. Thence, ahaela there be conveyances 
across Florida, through Tallahassee to St. Augustine. He goes 
followed by many good wishes and prayers.” 

Oneida Indians.—We had again the happiness of being present 
when Bishop Hobart made another visit to the Oneida ludiaus, on 
Monday the Ldth Sept. at their Chapel at Oneida Castle. 

The exercise wus exceedingly interesting and impressive, and we 
came away with devout thankfulness to Almighty God that our eyes 
had been permitted to see these “first fruits” of the Gospel among 
the idolatrous nations of our own land, which, we trust, are an 

earnest and pledge of that future great and glorious harvest promis- 
ed to his Son, when all “the heathen shall be given Him for an in 
heritance.” 

The Bishop had the day before admitted Mr. Solomon Davis, 
for several years the catechist and lay-reader amoung the Oneidas, 
to the holy order of Deacons; and that he might be enabled to ad- 
minister all the ordinances of the Gospel to them, it was deemed 
expedient to ordain him Priest; for which purpose several of the 


plersy attended with the Bishop, and joined in the imposition of 
ands. 
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Prayers were read in the Indian language by Mr. Davis, after 
which the Bishop, with the aid of the interpreter, Mr. Martin Den- 
ny, a native emiuently qualified for that purpose, addressed them. 

Ohio.—From the Journal just received of the last Convention, 
which sat in September, it appears there were present the Bishop, 
seven of the Clergy, and eighteen of the Laity. The whole num- 
ber of Clergy in the diocese is thirteen—of parishes, forty-two.— 
From the address of the Bishop we extract the following: 

‘““One hundred and ten feet of a College, as you see this to be, 
four stories high, forty-four feet wide, of massive stone, surmounted 
with a roof and steeple seventy-five feet high, for strength and beau- 
ty seldom equalled, has been completed. 

** A scholarship, the funds of which were raised by the members 
of St. George Church, New-York, has been paid ; our font of types 
most munificently given through the liberal exertions of Sir Tho- 
mas and Lady Acland, of England, has been brought into use.— 
The Right Hon. Lord Kenyou, in the name of his deceased daugh- 
ter, the Hon. Margaret Emma Langham, (late Kenyon,) has given 
to this institution what is so characteristic of his noble mind, and 
her most benevolent disposition while living, and now most vene- 
nerated memory, £500 sterling; the receipt of which was a most 
timely relief from great perplexing embarrassments. 

‘The accounts of our institution have been examined and 
brought up to the month of March last, to the no small satisfaction 
of all who felt a laudable anxiety in our welfare: by which it ap- 

ears that the cost of the College, when taken separate from that 
of our Mills, the building of the Professor’s house, the Printing 
Office, the village dwellings, &c. has been less than one half the 
sum it would have cost by contract, had the same been farmed out 
at the usual prices. If this should seem extravagant, take the print- 
ed account of our expenditures in your hand, and go from this the 
basement story of our building, through all the intermediate strong 
‘and well finished rooms and passages till your eye meets the roof, 
with its massive and thickly clustering timbers and its well support- 
ed and loftly steeple, and then judge if half the usual cost be no- 
ticed. What reason this for congratulation, that we gave not out 
our building to contractors greedy of money however unconsecrat- 
ed by the hand of charity. 

‘It is not the least cause of gratitude to the dispenser of human 
events, that no accident has befallen us during the process of our 
extensive works; and in no part of our country has there been more 
uninterrupted health. . 

“Our number of students is now nearly ninety, six of whom this 
commencement, receive their degrees of A. B. besides several, who 
in the intermediate time havé been qualified as teachers, now s0 
much wanted in our common schools. : 

“Look round and mark the alarming features which designate 
the age in which we live. The State of Ohio contains a million of 


souls, one half of whom being under the age of twenty, demand in- 
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struction. To teach this number, viz. 500,000 persons, how many 
instructors (deducting one-fourth for infancy, and allowing twenty- 
five to each teacher,) would be required? The answer would be 
15,000; and do our public seminaries of learning afford this num- 
ber of such as are inclined to teach? Far from it—although in ope- 
tation for these manv years; a few only are the sum of their yearly 
gr:sduates, and still fewer those who have any thoughts of teaching 
others; perhaps not ten, and I might say with truth not five in the 
whole catalogue of our colleges, turn out yearly as teachers of our 
common schools. And is it to these sources that the public look 
for means to perpetuate the learning, and with the learning, the 
liberties of their fathers? The means, to the end in this case, stand, 
at the highest calculation, as 2 to 3000. To supply this great defi- 
ciency, whence can the State of Ohio look for adequate means? 
Will New-England afford them, as she has hitherto, in part sup- 
plied the Southern States? Alas! New England does not increase 
as do our wants, in this Western world. As well might we say that 
one small fountain could irrigate an empire. We can no longer 
Jook to that part of our country forthe supply ef so vast a demand. 
We must supply our own wants, or our Western country will resem- 
ble the internal parts of Asia and other despotic governments.— 
Give us our buildings and we will supply your schools with teach- 
ers; enable us to complete our buildings according to our original 
plan, and our young men graduated in this seminary yearly, will 
exceed two hundred.” 

It appears eighty persons were confirmed since the last Conven- 


vention. 


New- York.—The 44th Annual Convention was held on the Ist 
and 2d October. Present, the Bishop, 68 Presbyters, 6 Deacons 
and 97 Lay Delegates. Thirteen Clergymen of this and other dio- 
ceses, not member, attended. The Bishop delivered a charge.— 
From his address we extract as follows : 

“The union of literary and religious instruction has always ap- 
peared to me of the first importance, and at an early period of my 
ministry, I designed to devote myself to this object, agreeably to a 
plan then published. But circumstances, in the course of Provi- 
vidence, placed me in my present situation. It has therefure afford- 
ed me the highest gratification to find that this object prosecuted in 
the most judicious manner by one sv eminently fitted in all the 
qualities of the mind and the heart, as the Principal of the Flushing 
Institute. His zeal on this subject is as ardent as it is disinterested; 
and his sole object is the advancement of that religion to which, as 
a minister, he has devoted himself. The Flushing Institute affords 
every pledge that its pupils will be trained by a parental and kind, 
yet decisive discipline, not only in human learning, but that which 
makes wise unto salvation. ° ° ° ° 

“LT again visited the Oneidas, to attend their chiefs, at their re- 
quest, in a conncil to request my advice as to some particulars in 
relation to their spiritual interests. The scene was to me novel and 





ee 
























582 Religious Intelligence. [ Dec. 
highly interesting. An ancient butternut grove, from time imine- 
morial their council ground, was the place where their chiefs aud 
warriors assembled, and arranged themselves in circles, within 
which the Clergy and myself were seated. Groups of young men, 
and women and children were scattered around the ussembluge, re- 
gurding with evident attention and interest what was said aud doue, 
The address to me of one of the chiefs, to which I replied; the 
speech of another to the putives; and the final address of the ora- 
tor of the nation to me, to which there was a reply from me, were 
marked by greatgood seuse, and by simple and commanding elo- 
quence. It is the strong dictate of Christian sympathy and duty to 
cherish this mission amo:g the Oneidas, who are su favourably dis- 
posed to our Church, aud who are advancing in the arts and com- 
forts of civilized life. ° e ° 

** Many are the places where our Church is now unknown, but 
where, as in Hunt’s Hollow, it would be established, if missiona- 
ries could be procured. ‘The want of Clergymen in our Church 
most seriously retards her progress. P ? , 

“It gives me great pleasure to state that the Society for promoting 
Christiau Knowle dge and Piety in the Western District, have pro- 
vided a press at Auburn, st which the ‘Gospel Messenger’ is printed. 
It is in contemplation to print at the same press, sinall tracts con- 
nected with the interest of the Church. Considerable progress has 
been made in paying for this establishment, and hopes are entertain- 
ed that it will be made materially useful to the Charcb in that quar- 
ter. I take this opportunity of expressing my earnest solicitude 
that the valuable pe ‘riodical publication, above-mentioned, the 
‘Gospel Messenger,’ may receive general circulation and support. 
My visitation through the diocese has atlorded me full evidence of 
the great good which that publication produces under the superin- 
tendance of its able and indefatigable Editor, the Rev. Dr. Rudd. 

“ But amidst the many circumstances which call fer congratula- 
tion on the state and prospects of our Church, I must renew, as a 
subject of deep lamentation, the insufficient supply of Clergymen. 
As an unavoidable consequence, some feeble congregations are 
gradually wasting away, and numerous opportunities are lost of es- 
tablishing our Church in situations highly favourable to her exten- 
sion. The only remedy is that which is successfully applied by 
other denominations of Christians, to provide the means of educat- 
ing pious young men for the Ministry. The committee appointed 
on this subject, of which I am ¢ hairman, are prepared to report a 
plan for raising permanent contributions for this object. The sac- 
cess of the plan, however, will, of course, depend on the zealous 
and persevering exertions of the Clergy and Laity. [cannot fora 
moment suppose that these will be waating, when the object is to 
prepare a we ‘li qualified ministry to carry the pure dectrines and 
primitive institutions of the kingdom of Christ, as professed by our 
Church, into the destitute districts of our wide spread country; ay d 
by their labours to resuscitate the deceying portions of our Zion, 
and to fill the places of those who now wiuister in her sanctuaries, 
when they are called heace.” 
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BIBLE QUESTIONS. 


1. Inthe petition “ Forgive us -ur trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us,” wrat are tue du ‘ies of which we are reminded, and to wiat duly in the use of if 
du we picd_e ourselv s? 

2. Inthe petition “Lead us not into te nptation,”’ after having explained il, sate the 
truths and duties of which it reminds us? 

Consuit the sane books reco.n ae ided in July number, page 222. Answers to 
be retuned the first week in January. 

— 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“Essays and Dissertations in Biblical Literature; bya Society of Clergyman—Vol. 
1. Cuntaining chiefly translations of the works of German critics." New-Youk, J. ©. 
& H. Carvill, [8zy. 

The above is the title of a work lately edited by the Rev. Professor Turner, 
Messrs. Schroeder, Fastvurn,and Whittingham. The writers from whom the transla- 
tioashave beea made, are Gesenius, Eichhorn, Storr. Tittman and Michaelis. To the 
student this volu:ne may be said to be almost invaluable, placins, as it does, within 
his reach so many valuable treatises which before were not re adily accessible. To 
every triend of souad theological knowledge, the anpearance of this work must be 
asource of congraiu‘ation. Uitherto our Clergy have done little or nothing in ad- 
vancing the cause of Biblical learning: with the exception of Professor Turner's 
truly vaiuable notes on the Romans, and the translation ot Jalin’s introduction by 
Professor Curner and Mr. Whittin -ham, we know of no works on these subjects, 
by any of our Clergy. We trust. however, a better day is approaching, that an in- 
terest in this all-important branch of theological knowledge is awakeniag, and that 
this volume is the earnest of a rich harvest to be provided by the taleats and indus- 
try of our Clergy. Our brethren of other denominations are up and doing in this 
matter, and shall we descended trom a Church whose sons in days gone by were 
noted for their learning, suffer ourselves to be outstripped by any? 

We trust this volume will receive the attention it so justly merits and that the 
authors may meet with sailicient encouragement to enable them to proceed in their 
laudable undertaking. —Church Register. 


A Serm.n deliver.d 19th August 1329, by Bishop Write, on the occasion of the con 
secraiion of Bishop Meade. 

Every thing frompthis source is learned, instructive, pious, and withal, in a man- 
ner as “modest and humble” as ifthe author was no higher than a Deacon. The 
textis Rev. ii. 10: “ Be thou faithful unto death, and IL will give thee the crown of 
life ;”’ and the words are considered, ‘Ist, As implying a trust; 2dly, As calling for 
fidelity; 3dly, As prescribing the term of it; and 4thly, As promising a reward 

* First, they implv a trust; which is of the grace of the Gospel to the professors of 
it generally; and to the authorized Ministers of it, they being devoted to the exten- 
sion of its influence.”’ 

Under the second head, we have the following, among many other excellent re- 
marks: 

‘As pastoral fidelity supposes sincerity, so it involves courage, in opposition to 
criminal timidity; to the timidity which prompts complaisance with the corrupt 
humours or opinions of mankind; and which is pointedly discountenced by St. Paul, 
where he instracts with fidelity ‘to reprove and to rebuke,” as well as to “ exhort 
with all long-suffering and doctrine.” It is a duty which, while it must be accom- 
modated to time, to circumstances, and to the different dispositions of men, can 
never allow the minister of the Gospel to connive at or to sanction any thing in 
opposition to the striet demands of Gospel duty. In doing this, at the same time 
that he would be unfaithfal to his trust, he knows not what extent of caper ayey 
he may give occasion to; or, in the language of Scripture, how far he may We * 
partaker of other men’s sins.’ 

“A late infidel writer (T. Paine, ) has remarked, that when a man has so prosti- 
tnted the chastity of his mind, as to subscribe his professional belief to things he 
does not believe, he has prepared himself for the commission of every other crime. 
The remark applies at least as strongly to the making of promises, w hich the party 


has nointention to perform. The insinuation of that writer, levelled at the Clergy 
generally, is uncharitable; and, as is here trusted, untrue. But so far as the re- 
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pee applies it is just; and on the ground of the maxim of receiving instruction 
rom an enemy, it is mentioned as an illustration ot the sentiments which have been 
delivered, and as aggravating the guilt of that species of insincerity which, with 
great reason, was so shocking to the moral theory of an unbeliever.” 

From the fourth head we quote: 

“In order to give this important object its due effect, not only on the mind of the 
reverend subject of the ensuing solemnity, but on the minds of all the reverend 
brethren present, there shall be taken occasion to remind them of that saying ot the 
wise man— whatsoeverthou takest in hand, rememberthe end, and thou shalt never 
do amiss:’ a remark which is very conspicuous amidst ali the business of mankind, 
in the unwearied pains which they never fail to teke, tor the obtaining of whatever 
is the supreme object of their desires. If honour or if wealth be the thing in pros- 
pect, it will not only give a complexion to their conversation, their conduct, and 
their inward character, but in no event of life, andin none of their actions, however 
apparently unconnec.ed with the main design, will it be lost sight of or entirely dis- 
regarded. Ifthe end of the Minister be thus in view; and what has he of the spirit 
of his profession, if his end be any thing short of the crown of life? he can never 
materially err from the path of duty. His temper will be moulded to conformity 
with the reward in prospect. His public discourses, and his private exhortations 
and persuasions, will feel its powerful influence. Should unworthy passions inter- 
fere, to seduce him from the dictates of an enlightened conscience, whatever ap- 
eeoees they may wear of a holy zeal, he will dismiss them with some such re- 

uke as that of our Lord to the Apostle Peter, “Get thee behind me, Satan, for 
thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those which be of men.” 


Manual of Family Devotion, published by the New-York Protestant Episcopal Tract 
Society. 

“This compilation (says the ‘ Christian Journal,’) is the work of the late Bishop 
of Chester, now Bishop of London, the Right Rev. Dr. Bloomfield, a prelate dis- 
tinguished for his talents, his zeal, and his piety. Many of the petitions are copied 
literally from the Liturgy of-the Church, and its fervent, but chastened spirit, per- 
vacdes the whole. If there was nothing else to recommend it, its cheapness ought 
to do so. But tis possessed of more than ordinary merit; is greatly calculated to 
awaken and tines a spirit of true and rational 4 Rar aon and in sentiment and 
language, is equalled by very few books ot the kind, and surpassed by none, except 
its aouel and original, the Book of Common Prayer. While it is a valuable 
companion and aid to all, in the office of family and closet devotion, the low price 
at which it is published, places it within the reach of tn) individual, the poor as 
well astherich. Using it daily, the writer of this feels himself competent to ex- 
press a decided opinion in its favour, and to recommend it to his fellow Churchmen 
as a book accordant in all respects with the principles and doctrines they deem im- 

rtant; and he indulges the hope, that it will soon find its way into eyery family, 
and be blessed to their spiritual edification and comfort, and to the glory of God in 


Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
—_——— 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in New- 
York.—On Tuesday, October 27, 1529, in St. Luke’s Church, N. Y. Mr. James A. 
McKinney was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and the Rev. George L. 
Hinton, Deacon, to the Holy Order of Priests. 

CONSECRATION. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania.— 
On Sunday, October 25, 1829, Christ Church, Danville, Columbia county, Penn 
was solemnly consecrated to the Christian Worship of Almighty God. 


—@-— 
CALENDAR FOR DECDO™MBER. 
6. Second Sunday in Advent. 25. Christmas. 
7. Monthly Meeting ot the Trustees of the 26. St. Siephen. 
Protestant Episcopal Society. 27. St. John, Evangelist. 
13. Third Sunday in Advent. 28. Innocence. 


20. Fourth Sunday in Advent. 
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